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It has now been over four months since we received Le Due Tho's last 
message (Tab B). Since then, I have sent you two proposed draft, replies 
which have become obsolete as the situation in Vietnam evolved. 

One can make a case that we should not reply to Le Due Tho at all 
right now. Keeping the channel open during an offensive permits the 
North Vietnamese to extend themselves further because they may 
see the channel as an avenue by which they can bail themselves out. 
Moreover, having an open channel makes it more likely that the 
North Vietnamese will try to use us to . .press Thieu for political 
concessions once their offensive has run its course. It may also 
give them the impression that they can activate this channel by military 
pressure. 


On the other hand, as I told you when Tho's tough last message came 
in, Hanoi's decision to attack was made without regard to the state of 
this channel, and the potential disadvantages that we would perceive 
in reopening the channel now may not loom large in Hanoi's thinking. 
Instead, a message could be an asset for us in conveying a warning 
and in making certain other points (as on ICCS funding) that might be 
useful, provided it takes a firm tone. 

On balance, I still think a message from you to Tho would be appropriate. 
However, I think we should not couch it as a response to his message 
but as a possible deterrent to further military adventures. If there is 
any debate going on in Hanoi, it would be to our advantage to give 
ammunition to those who counsel restraint. Obviously, however, we 
must do that* without overcommitting ourselves. 

Please note that I have the deadline of January 27, 1975 (the anniversary 
of fhe agreement) for the other side to make its ICCS contributions. 
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This is designed to give Hanoi a definite deadline and to give you an 
answer to Hill criticism that we are not pushing the other side for its 
contribution. I recognize that you may want no specific deadline or, 
at best, a later one. 


RECOMMENDATION; 


That you approve the attached message to Le Due Tho (Tab A). 
Approved Approved as Amended 
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FROM: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


I am writing to you to express my grave concern at developments 
in Indochina. 

The military actions that your forces have undertaken in South 
Vietnam and elsewhere pose a threat to the stability of the agreements 
which represent the only basis for peace in Indochina. Similarly, your 
side's continued refusal to participate in the two-party or four -party talks 
is disruptive of any progress toward peace. 

As I said in my message of August 19, 1974, President Ford believes 
that we have a choice in the roads that we may take in our relationship 


with each other. We can continue the course of peace that we began two 
years ago or we can depart from it. 


The steps that you have taken, and are taking, move away from the 
path of peace toward the path of military confrontation. This path has not 
in the past brought the results that you desired or expected. It has 


always strengthened our resolve to provide the necessary support to the 
Republic of Vietnam. The result will be the same in the future. You 
cannot succeed by choosing this course. You can only make further needless 
. sacrifices and bring on confrontations that you will not win. 
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The US side has not yet received an answer regarding your side's 
contribution for the International Commission of Control and Supervision. 
The ICCS, like the two-party and four -party talks, is an essential element 
of the peace structure. If it falls because of your failure to contribute, 
you will have to bear the onus. Should your side not make its contributions 
by January 27, 1975, the US side will have no other choice but to notify 
the other signatories of the Act of Paris. 

I still believe peace is possible in Vietnam. The structures that 


we erected are still in place. On the US side, we continue to have the 
will. But if you choose the path to war, you must bear a heavy 
responsibility before your own people, before the world at large, and 
before history. 
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i««S YOU RESORTED T« THE THREATENING UANGUAGEJOU HAO ON HANT 


iS7 4*. ONCE 


JVi; S- ™ THP U' ;• administration would BE. useless AND Fimi 


U*F TH* FASCIST A*D DICTATORIAL N G U Y r- N VAN I ru tu 
INSTRUMENT FOR THE PURSUANCE. OF THE WAR *N9. ?i-?SS 

HAtf ; TU . U-A « >• n TMFUTTARl Y FATL TOO. 


1 uh U»n rn LEAVE T«g «r.J.lt nuuot. i 

ro he «iouLd c p rtainly ano inevitably. FAIL TOO. 

\ou YOURSELF, IN THE CAPACITY OF U.S. . SECRETARY OF 
fi ECMREO^H?TifekL , POLICY. IN SOUTH VTET NAM AS U 


OF STATE, 

S UNCHANGED* 

political 


PECLA 3 E 0 ^TH AT^gg^ . gi -r « J: * ^ J * n ■ - - • • - - ^ POum CAL 

CONTINUE ITS MILITARY INVOLVEMENT 

*5d til tntervIntion in the internal, affairsjf south. 

JlET NAMI YOU SEASCHEO BY EVERY MEANS TO INCREASE US. AJD 
TO THE vjsuYFW TMIEU GROUP,. THESE ACTS OF TOURS ARE ^ATA_T 

VIDLATTO^S OF THE °ARIS AGREEMENT ON VIET *AM eppf.pL 
■is .ue rni?Rx!^FNT 0 YOU INITIATED ANO UNDERTOOK TO SCRUPU« 

PLIS iApLEMw! T^IvE TO FRANKLy. SAY THAT' YOU HAVE BETRAYED 
YOUR SIGNATURE AND YOUR COMMIT^ENTo ; 
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TUP apRTGUS SITUATION NOW PREVAILING IN SOUTH VIET NAM 
H«S ?T» RO^IV ”r mU. pSlICV TO CONTINUE ITS MILITARY INVOL- 
VE>IE«T AVC ITS INTERVENTION IN the INTERNAL' AFFAIRS OF 
TWIS ZOv c » TO ?UR$"£ THE VICTIMIZATION OF THE' WAR* TO JJJ P JSE 
ii* « NFQ-CCLGNl AL1SM ON SOUTH VIET NAM* ANO TO PERPATUATE THE 
PiStITIB* CF »I*T “AN. THEREFORE THE SOLUTION OF THE VIET NAM 
MoISi NO« »*p£hOS ON NHETHFR THE u'.s'. '"ILL. GIVE UP THIS POLICY 

rp^ US AS YPU SAIR. IF THE U'.S. SIDE ABANOONS THE AFORESAID 
p5,- t !: T 1kh 'nSREPTLY IMPLEMENTS ALL PROVISIONS: OF THE PARIS 
^R^IeJt WE WILU.BE PREPARED. TOGETHER WITH THE 

AjpR r F_U T sFT T,c the OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS WITH REGARD TO 
VzIt VA^ircO^D^ITY-WITH THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIET N.AM. 

THE nK'LY *ORREC T k ’AY TO SETTLE THE VIET NAM PROBLEM IS 
THAT- THE u V JHF SAIGON ADMINISTRATION STRICTLY RESPECT A*0 

SCRUPULO"S*?‘lMpC ff ^NT- THE’ PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIET NAM. ONLY . IN 
THlS^W AY CAN OUR AELE PEACE BE ASSURED. CONTRIBUTION BE MADE TO 
TUP MATNTENANce CF LASTING PEACE IN INDOCHINA ANO SOUTH-EAST 
SSSaJISoCoSoITTOMB BE CREATED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NE^ 

£ 2 . . 7 i‘ nm MiiTiui'i V BENEFICIAL 1 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE D.R, V. N, 
!Sd*THE oS TH? E AS I OF* RESPECT' FOR EACH OTHER S INDEPENDENCE^ 

AND SOVEREIGNTY, AMD NON-INTERVENTION IM EACH OTHER S 

^^I^CASrTHru'.S:' CONTINUES THE IMPLEMENTATION OP THE NIXON 

bnPTQIvE WITHOUT' v-lxON A w O THE. USE. OF THE NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
POCTRI x t HIT, N 4 nuproMTMB twc PART? AGREEMENT 

f«« , i S! . % ' , ; resolutely carry 

S3 ThItr^STRUGOLE ;S C OEf1nO PEaSe iNoOHFpiRIS AGREEMENT UNTIL 
COMPLETE V T CTQRY« AND THE U,S’. AND THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION 

hiluagain^ 'meet *:th defeat 25TH> i974 .- 
THJS^MESSASE, WAS RECEIVED AT 1:00 PARIS TIME. 25 AUGUST 1974. 

harm regards. 1 
999 ■ 
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MESSAGE FORs LE DUC THO 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

I have received your message of August 25, 1974. 

As I said in my message of August 19, 1974, President Ford 
believes that we have a choice in the roads that we may take in our 
relationship with each other. We can continue the course of peace 
that we began two years ago or we can move away from it. 

I am sure that you have seen President Ford's statement 
welcoming the release of Emmett Kay in Laos. This was a step on 
the road to peace and we appreciated it. We hope it means that you 
will now fully cooperate in implementing Article 8 so that we can 
remove a major stumbling block to a productive relationship. It is 
imperative that you give us a full accounting of our military men who 
are still missing in action. 

: :V;. You have, however, taken other steps that are not consistent 
with a road to peace. ^ Y -e u - a -c^not participating in the two-party or 
the four-party talks. This represents a serious breach of our 
agreements. To carry out those agreements, direct contact between 
the parties in the South is essential. Moreover, such \ direct contact 
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should move quickly toward resuming direct contact. The Government 
of the Republic of Vietnam has made clear its willingness in this regard. 

W -o h a v e- al -e- o— roceivcd inform a t io n , that your side is planning to 

XU 

step up^youx. military operations in South Vietnam. I must express my 
deepest concern about this. Greater military pressure will not lead to 
peace and reconciliation, nor will it bring you success. You cannot 
win a military victory. The more you attack our friends, the more 
we will help them. All you will do is jeopardize the agreements that 
we have already reached. 

Ua 

I have not yet received an answer from^-you regarding your side^-s 
contributionjto the International Commission for Control and Supervision. 
Like the direct talks in the two-party commission, the ICCS is an 
essential element in the structure of peace. If it falls because of 
your failure to contribute, you will have to bear the international ^ 
r e s pon s ibility . We will n otify -other-si gnat oriesrof the A gre'eiHent s 
tixat-you-have-not-fulfilied-your -obligation. 

Y- oa-g ay .-t h at- we- nay e -broken our 



agreements. - This is not -so. 


Vhe United States has carried out all of its obligations under the Paris 

T 'U, Oil fa 

Agreements. >f l i i3 - y rm-^4^^iave-Trot--i , ne t • y etw commitments. 

I would welcome a message from you on these subjects in the 
spirit in which we first approached them. I still believe Peace is 
possible in Vietnam.'' The structures that we have erected are still 
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in place. On our side, we have the will. What is necessary now is to 
seriously implement the provisions of the Paris Agreements. 
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